Chapter Seven
TRANSJORDAN

Distribution of Minorities

THERE are only two important groups of minorities in
Transjordaa:
(i) The Arabic-speaking   Christians,  who   number
approximately 30,000; some 10,000 of them are Greek Orthodox,
while most of the remainder are Greek Catholics, Roman Catholics
of the Latin rite, and Protestants.   They are to be found in the
towns and in various country districts.

(ii) The Caucasians, mainly Circassian, of whom there are
approximately 12,000. They are concentrated in a few settle-
ments, notably Wadi Sir, Jerash, Naur, Suwaylah and Amman.

Written Guarantees

The Mandate for Palestine and Transjordan imposes on the
Mandatory Power the obligation to safeguard the rights of the
minorities.1 These rights were affirmed in the organic law of the
country, promulgated in 1928. Article 5 of the law guarantees
equality of rights, irrespective of differences in race, religion and
language. Article 10 declares that Islam is the religion of the
State, but grants liberty of belief and worship to all alike. Article
14 allows the various communities to maintain their own schools
in their own languages, and Article 25 provides for the repre-
sentation of minorities in the legislature. (Of the 16 elected
members of the Legislative Assembly, a must be Circassian and
3 Christians.)

Articles 49, 53 and 54 of the Organic Law contain provisions for
the establishment of communal councils to deal with questions
of personal status among non-Moslems. The organization of
these councils was defined by the Religious Community Councils
Law of 1938. Another kw, issued in 1941, gave the civil courts
general jurisdiction in matters of succession conceding non-
Moslems, but granted the courts the right to refer cases to the
religious courts for settlement

1 See Chapter Sis, Written Guarantees.
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